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President said he was ‘‘under great 
pressure’’ from the Russia investiga-
tion. And still nothing from the Judici-
ary Committee. 

Now, let’s go back to those two dates 
when the Judiciary Committee says we 
played a central role in American poli-
tics. In 1974, we had a criminal con-
spiracy that involved tampering with 
elections that went all the way to the 
Oval Office. It involved firing senior 
Justice Department officials who were 
part of the investigation. They asked 
the intelligence community to dis-
credit those investigations in 1974. And 
there were secretly recorded conversa-
tions. 

Sound familiar? 
President Nixon soon resigned be-

cause he knew what was coming. 
In 1998, the issue of whether the 

President of the United States had lied 
to a grand jury about an extramarital 
sexual encounter with a consenting 
adult who was a subordinate, that is 
what that was about. House Judiciary 
Chairman Henry Hyde of the great 
State of Illinois, who, as it turned out, 
knew a thing or two about extra-
marital sexual encounters with con-
senting adults, passed four Articles of 
Impeachment, along an almost exclu-
sively party-line vote. An impeach-
ment trial was held in the Senate, 
which became an epic embarrassment 
to the Republican Party and to this 
body. But now, given all of the evi-
dence of electoral tampering, the ap-
parent efforts to cover it up, the ac-
tions of the President and the Attorney 
General to deflect and derail investiga-
tions, that, to me and to others, ap-
pears to be attempts at or actual ob-
struction of justice. 

From the committee of jurisdiction 
that is supposed to be in charge and 
taking action, what do we have? Not a 
peep, not a hearing, not a subpoena, 
nada, zip, nothing. Just crickets. 

Mr. Speaker, that has got to change, 
and I suspect it will, because it has to. 
The Constitution says it has to. 

Judiciary Committee, it is time to 
act and fulfill your constitutional re-
sponsibilities. 

f 
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PARIS CLIMATE ACCORD 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Alabama (Mr. BROOKS) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BROOKS of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to commend President 
Trump on his decision to withdraw 
from the Paris climate accord. 

For emphasis, the Paris climate ac-
cord is not now and never has been an 
agreement that binds the United 
States of America because it was never 
ratified by Congress. 

More specifically, the Paris climate 
accord, a treaty, was never ratified by 
the Senate pursuant to Article II, sec-
tion 2 of the United States Constitu-
tion. 

Rather, in yet another example of 
disdain for America’s constitutional 

Republic, the Obama administration 
refused to seek Senate approval of the 
treaty. 

By declining to move forward on a 
poorly negotiated bad deal, President 
Trump kept his promise to the Amer-
ican people to put America first. 

Lest there be any doubt, the Paris 
climate accord intentionally hurt 
America to the benefit of competitor 
nations. In a global redistribution of 
the wealth scheme, the Paris climate 
accord called for America to give away 
tens of billions of dollars to other 
countries. That is tens of billions of ad-
ditional taxpayer dollars on top of 
America’s existing foreign aid give-
aways. That is money America does 
not have, has to borrow to get, and 
cannot afford to pay back. That is 
nuts. 

America must stop borrowing money 
to send overseas to help other coun-
tries take jobs from Americans. Is that 
really so hard for the left to under-
stand? 

The Paris climate accord undermined 
America’s economy by putting Amer-
ican employees at a competitive dis-
advantage. By way of but one example, 
a comprehensive new study prepared by 
NERA Economic Consulting estimates 
that the Paris climate accord could 
cost the American economy $3 trillion 
in gross domestic product and 6.5 mil-
lion industrial sector jobs over the 
next two decades. 

President Trump is right. America 
must lead by putting America’s na-
tional interests first. The Paris climate 
accord failed to do that. 

By way of example, under the Paris 
climate accord, China and India, two of 
the biggest and worst polluters on 
Earth, have no new air pollution con-
trol obligations until 2030, at the ear-
liest. 

Contrast the abysmal environmental 
record of China and India with that of 
America. And let’s be clear, without a 
Paris climate accord, America’s carbon 
dioxide emissions have been and are 
being reduced. For example, between 
the years 2000 and 2014, the United 
States reduced its carbon dioxide emis-
sions by more than 18 percent. 

Further, over the past 50 years, 
America has been the world’s environ-
mental leader. No country on Earth 
has done more to reduce pollution by 
cleaning our air, cleaning our water, 
and properly disposing of hazardous 
waste. That 50-year record is compel-
ling evidence that America’s focus on 
being good environmental stewards 
will continue, with or without the 
Paris climate accord. That is world 
leadership. 

I know of nothing that says we are 
going to stop being the world’s envi-
ronmental leader. That 50-year record 
is also compelling evidence that Amer-
ica can and will lead on our own with-
out hamstringing ourselves with a 
badly negotiated, one-sided Paris cli-
mate accord that reduces America’s 
wealth while costing struggling Amer-
ican families their jobs. 

In summary, I am proud that Presi-
dent Trump puts America first. Amer-
ica should not and must not yield even 
a smidgen of our national sovereignty 
to the dictates of other, lesser nations. 

Despite liberal climate-scare and so-
cialist Democrat hysteria to the con-
trary, America has been and is, by al-
most every standard, the greatest Na-
tion in world history. 

With an America First attitude, 
America will continue its 75-year 
streak as the greatest Nation in the 
history of the world, second to none. 

f 

EXTEND HAITIAN TEMPORARY 
PROTECTED STATUS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise in support of the 6- 
month extension for Haitian temporary 
protected status recipients living in 
the United States, and for whom I be-
lieve our country should offer perma-
nent residency. Temporary protected 
status, also known as TPS, offers forms 
of relief from removal under changing 
living conditions. 

In 2010, Haiti was struck by the worst 
earthquake in the past 200 years, kill-
ing more than 160,000 people and dis-
placing close to 1.5 million. 

The United States played an intri-
cate role in bringing some of the Hai-
tians to the United States, providing 
them with a safe haven, because that is 
what we do. 

Booker Washington captured well the 
importance of assisting people in need 
when he said: ‘‘The highest test of the 
civilization of any race is in its will-
ingness to extend a helping hand to the 
less fortunate.’’ With this in mind, 
America should move the temporary 
protected status to permanent resi-
dency. 

Return of the Haitian natives would 
only continue to set back the progress 
Haiti has made. The country of Haiti 
continues to feel the ramifications of 
the 2010 earthquake. Tens of thousands 
of people sleep in the streets or under 
plastic sheets in makeshift camps. The 
conditions that Haitians endure in the 
country has led to the spread of dis-
ease, which has become a major con-
cern. The cholera epidemic has affected 
nearly 800,000 Haitians, killing over 
9,000. Cholera is primarily found in 
countries with inadequate access to 
clean water, sanitation, and hygiene. 
In short, the quality of living in Haiti 
has created a need for a better life. 

The economic disparity, extreme 
poverty, and underdevelopment of 
Haiti continues to loom. Though it is 
an island nation with rich culture, 
Haiti remains the poorest country in 
the Western Hemisphere. Among the 9 
million people who reside in Haiti, over 
half live in extreme poverty, some even 
living on less than a dollar a day. 
While in the United States, people con-
tinue to contribute to our economy, 
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our diversity, and to our ever-evolving 
culture. This embodies the epitome of a 
mutualistic relationship. 

The people of Haiti and the United 
States have had a long and complex re-
lationship dating back to pre-slavery 
days. Our cultures and our respective 
economic histories and destinies are 
deeply intertwined. 

I greatly urge my colleagues to sup-
port the permanent extension of Hai-
tians being protected from mass depor-
tation. For 7 years, these Haitians have 
greatly benefited the American com-
munities of which they have been a 
part. To pull them away from these 
communities at such a pivotal point in 
both the United States’ and Haiti’s his-
tory would equate to nothing short of 
gross negligence. Let us not neglect 
the principle of which our Nation was 
founded upon and continue to assume 
the role of our predecessors. Help those 
who are less fortunate. 

f 

VENEZUELA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) for 5 min-
utes. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, in 
the last 2 months alone, reports indi-
cate that nearly 3,000 Venezuelans have 
been jailed and 69 have been killed by 
the regime. Peaceful protests have led 
Venezuelan strongman Nicolas Maduro 
to issue a decree to convene a con-
stituent National Assembly, what he 
calls a constituente, in order to rewrite 
Venezuela’s constitution. 

But as we all know, Mr. Speaker, 
Maduro is fooling no one. This is just 
another attempt to undermine and dis-
credit the current democratically 
elected legislature in the National As-
sembly. Another attempt of a power 
grab which seeks to consolidate more 
power around the executive and pos-
sibly rewrite the constitution to favor 
only one individual: Nicolas Maduro. 
Another attempt to pull a fast one over 
some in the international community 
who may make the mistake and call 
this weak and dangerous gesture 
progress. 

But we know the truth. This is not 
progress. In fact, this is a major set-
back to democracy. Maduro is once 
again trying to delay the inevitable: 
free, fair, transparent, and democratic 
elections in Venezuela under the super-
vision of credible international observ-
ers. 

Making matters worse, Goldman 
Sachs is also adding to the Venezuelan 
people’s misery. Last week, the invest-
ment bank bought $2.8 billion in Ven-
ezuelan bonds, not only providing the 
Maduro regime a lifeline in the short 
term but saddling the Venezuelan peo-
ple with crippling debt repayments in 
the long term. 

When, not if, a democratically elect-
ed president comes to the Venezuelan 
people, they will be stuck with the bill 
and face the responsibility to pay for 
this debt. 

With so many Venezuelans lacking 
basic goods, including food, many have 
taken to calling these bonds hunger 
bonds, as the regime lines its own 
pockets and the Venezuelan people con-
tinue to suffer. 

This is unconscionable, Mr. Speaker. 
Venezuela’s pervasive corruption 
means any infusion of cash like Gold-
man Sachs will not benefit the people 
of Venezuela who desperately need it. 
Instead, Maduro and his thugs fill their 
coffers and use the cash to abuse the 
Venezuelan people and use it to stay in 
power. 

Venezuela’s state-owned oil com-
pany, PDVSA, was already sanctioned 
in the year 2011, for helping Iran avoid 
its own sanctions. Venezuela’s Tarek 
El Aissami, second in command to 
Maduro, was sanctioned by our U.S. 
Treasury Department early this year 
under the Foreign Narcotics Kingpin 
Designation Act. Can you imagine? The 
regime’s longstanding ties to drug traf-
ficking and other illicit activities are 
only now being exposed, and U.S. busi-
nesses should be avoiding deals with 
Maduro like the plague. 

But the private sector is not the only 
one aiding the Maduro regime. Sadly, 
the U.S. government is also helping 
prop up the regime. How? By allowing 
purchases of Venezuelan oil. This keeps 
Maduro afloat. In 2016, Venezuela re-
mained the third largest foreign crude 
oil supplier to the United States behind 
Canada and Saudi Arabia. In 2016, oil 
exports from Venezuela were valued at 
$10.5 billion. During the first 3 months 
of 2017, value of oil exports from Ven-
ezuela to us here in the United States 
was already worth $3.5 billion. Finan-
cial transactions like these made to 
Maduro or any other despotic regime 
should be prevented. 

We have a moral obligation to re-
spect the suffering needs of the Ven-
ezuelan people and help alleviate this 
suffering. 

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE REUNIFICATION OF 
JERUSALEM 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 
later today, together with Israel’s Am-
bassador to the United States, Ron 
Dermer, we will be joined live from Je-
rusalem by Prime Minister Netanyahu 
and Speaker of the Knesset Edelstein 
for a special event to commemorate 
the 50th anniversary of the reunifica-
tion of Jerusalem—Israel’s eternal cap-
ital. 

I led a congressional delegation visit 
to Israel last week, and we met with 
both Prime Minister Netanyahu and 
Speaker Edelstein at the Knesset in Je-
rusalem. 
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We also toured the famous City of 
David and saw discoveries that prove, 
without a doubt, that Jews have lived 
in Jerusalem for millennia. This is im-
portant, Mr. Speaker, because there 
are efforts at the United Nations—at 
UNESCO and the Human Rights Coun-
cil—that seek to erase all Jewish ties 
to Jerusalem. 

As we are set to commemorate the 
50th anniversary of Jerusalem’s reuni-
fication, we should take this oppor-
tunity to rebuff such efforts at the U.N. 
and, instead, reinforce that Jerusalem 
is, was, and always will be the eternal 
home of the Jewish people. 

f 

HEALTHY FARMS: HEALTHY 
ECONOMY AND A SECURE NATION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. COSTA) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to speak about the foundation of 
healthy living and healthy commu-
nities: our food, which comes from our 
farms. 

This month is both National Fresh 
Fruit and Vegetable Month and Na-
tional Dairy Month. Although we 
should bring attention to the impor-
tance of eating these nutrient-rich 
foods, dairy and fresh fruits and vege-
tables play a much larger role, as we 
know, in the health of our commu-
nities and our country, and they do so 
not just by providing us food. 

In California, we know that dairy 
products and fresh fruits and vegeta-
bles are an integral part of our healthy 
community and a strong economy. Our 
farmers also provide economic develop-
ment in other sectors as businesses are 
created and expand, investments are 
made, and innovations arise to support 
the needs of these farmers and farm 
communities. 

But the economic contributions of 
California agriculture—American agri-
culture—do not end at our borders. In 
California, we produce half of the Na-
tion’s fruits and vegetables, and we are 
the top milk producing State in the 
Nation. The men and women who own 
and work on these farms provide both 
nutritious food for our families and 
create thousands of jobs across the 
country. 

We know we must make sure that our 
farmers have the tools to do so, but our 
farmers need a reliable source of water, 
a legal and stable workforce, and ac-
cess to export markets, in other words, 
fair trade agreements. 

We must also ensure that American 
agriculture is sustainable. We must 
continue to ensure that it is sustain-
able for our well-being and the well- 
being of future generations to come be-
cause the bottom line is food does not 
come from a grocery store. Food comes 
from our farmers and the land that 
they farm. 

Our food supply is a national security 
issue, but it never really gets looked at 
in that light. So by investing in crit-
ical programs and infrastructure 
projects—by ensuring that our farmers 
have the water, the workforce, and the 
access to foreign markets—we are not 
only investing in our farms, but we are 
investing in the long-term health and 
security of our Nation. 

What is more, people don’t realize it, 
but less than 3 percent of our Nation’s 
population is directly involved in the 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 00:44 Jun 08, 2017 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00004 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K07JN7.006 H07JNPT1lo
tte

r 
on

 D
S

K
B

C
F

D
H

B
2P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-04-13T14:54:36-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




